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20% white grapes

80% red grapes

Hectares 
Vitis vinifera6,343

BRAZIL

Brazil is South America's third-largest wine-pro-
ducing countr y. Heat and humidity make wine 
grape growing difficult, so most winemakers are 
located in the relatively cooler southern 
province of Rio Grande do Sul.  One notable 
exception is São Francisco Valley, which is just 9° 
latitude south of the Equator.  

Only 16% of wine grapes grown are Vitis 
vinifera, with the rest made up of low quality but 
productive hybrids such as Isabella. Sparkling 
white wines, especially from Muscat Blanc, are 
successful and popular. The statistics below are 
for Vitis vinifera grapes.

Source: União Brasileira de Vitivinicultura 
(Uvibra), Instituto Brasileiro do Vinho (Ibravin), 
Embrapa Uva e Vinho, 2016 data

URUGUAY

Uruguay is South America's four th-largest wine-producing countr y – its maritime climate 
lends well to viticulture.  82% of all wine is produced in the Metropolitana region, with 
most vineyards located around Canelones just nor th of Montevideo.

Tannat – associated initially with Madiran in SW France – is Uruguay's signature grape, 
brought by Basque immigrants in the late 19th Century.  Muscat of Hamburg mainly 
produces inexpensive rosé wines that are consumed domestically.  

Source: Instituto Nacional de Vitivinicultura, 2018 data

48% white 

52% red 
Hectares 
Vitis vinifera7,976

WINE REGIONS OF BRAZIL AND URUGUAY

SUBREGIONS OF MENDOZA

Patagonia is the name for the southern par t of 
South America. In Argentinian wine terms, it 
means wines from any of the provinces of La 
Pampa, Neuquén, Rio Negro and Chubut. Its 
centers of production are San Patricio del 
Chañar and General Roca.

Cuyo is the historic region of 
west-central Argentina. In wine terms, it 
means wines from any of the provinces 
of La Rioja, San Juan, San Luis, and 
Mendoza. 

MAIN GRAPE VARIETIES 
(% of total area of V. vinifera vines)

red: Cabernet Sauvignon 14.4%, Merlot 13.7%, 
Tannat 4.9%

white: Muscat Blanc 17.7%, Chardonnay 8.3%  

MAIN GRAPE VARIETIES (percentage of total area of Vitis vinifera grape vines)

red: Tannat 26.0%, Muscat of Hamburg 18.7%, Merlot 11.0%, Cabernet Sauvignon 6.6%

white: Ugni Blanc 10.3%, Sauvignon Blanc 2.2%  

24% pink grapes 19% white grapes

57% red grapes

Hectares 
Vitis vinifera200,954

ARGENTINA

Argentina has a vast and vibrant wine culture; it’s the largest wine-producing countr y in South America 
and the fifth-largest in the world. Huge waves of European immigration in the 19th century, mostly from 
Italy and Spain, brought a thirst for and knowledge of the production of wine.

The principal winemaking regions are in the western par t of the countr y in the foothills of the Andes. 
They generally follow the same names and hierarchy of its political and geographical divisions.  Most 
wines are labeled with the name of the province that they’re made in (e.g., Salta, Mendoza, etc.)

Signature grapes are Malbec – associated initially with Cahors in SW France – for red wines and the 
unique Torrontés for white wines.  There are three different varieties of Torrontés: Torrontés Riojano, 
Torrontés Mendocino and Torrontés Sanjuanino, with Torrontés Riojano the most widely planted. 
Bonarda, Cabernet Sauvignon, and Syrah are also widely grown.  Pink grapes are so commonly grown in 
Argentina as to have their own category (in most countries, pink grapes [e.g., Pinot Gris] are typically 
included with white grapes). They produce inexpensive wines that are consumed domestically, as does 
Pedro Giménez (unrelated to Pedro Ximénez), the most widely grown white grape.

Source: Instituto Nacional de Vitivinicultura, Wines of Argentina, 2018 data

MAIN GRAPE VARIETIES (percentage of total area of Vitis vinifera grape vines)

red: Malbec 21.4%, Bonarda 9.2%, Cabernet Sauvignon 7.3%, Syrah 6.1%

pink: Cereza 13.6%, Criolla Grande 7.0%

white: Pedro Gimenez 5.1%, Torrontés Riojano 4.0%, Chardonnay 3.0%  

SEE ENLARGED MAP OF CENTRAL

MENDOZA AT LEFT

The RAPEL region is made up 
of two subregions: 

CACHAPOAL and COLCHAGUA

FAMATINA

FELIPE VARELA

CHILECITO

VINCHINA

GENERAL LAMADRID

VALLES DE
FAMATINA

VALLE DE CHAÑARMUYO

SECANO INTERIOR
Secano Interior is a special 
designation for traditional 
wines made in Curicó, Maule, 
Itata and Bío-Bío. “Secano” 
means dry in Spanish. The 
vines must be located in 
the rainfed par ts of the 
allowed area and not be 
irrigated. They are made 
exclusively from Pais or 
Cinsault grapes. The 
allowed area is shaded.

45 .23 S
CENTRAL OTAGO
ALEXANDRA,  NEW ZEALAND

SOUTHERNMOST VINEYARDS
The vineyards of Sarmiento are far ther south than 
those of CENTRAL OTAGO, New Zealand but are 
not yet officially recognized by Argentinian wine law.
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The UCO VALLEY is a major 
subregion of Mendoza with 
three main subregions: 
TUPUNGATO, TUNUYÁN and 
SAN CARLOS.
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MENDOZA produces over 70% of Argentina’s wines. 

While wines produced anywhere in the Province of Mendoza are 
considered MENDOZA wines, the traditional viticultural areas are 
located to the south and southeast of the City of Mendoza.  The 
two main subregions there are LUJÁN DE CUYO and MAIPÚ. 

More recently, the UCO VALLEY has generated serious interest (and 
many more vineyards) due to its well-drained soils and ideal 
climate of cool nights and hot days during the growing season.

Currently, there is a greater emphasis on more specific regions 
and terroirs, with many subregions of subregions.

Wine regions shown in ITALICS (e.g., GUALTALLARY) are not currently 
recognized by the government of Argentina as official wine regions 
but are noted here because of their importance to the 
winemaking industry.
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Salta

South America is the world's second largest 
wine producing continent after Europe. 
Argentina and Chile are by far the largest 
producers, followed by Brazil and Uruguay. 
Bolivia, Peru and Paraguay also make wine but 
in small quantities that are rarely seen in 
international markets.  

Spanish conquistadors brought the first 
European vines to South America in the 15th 
century.  Waves of European immigration in 
the late 19th century brought even more 
vines, demand and knowledge of wine making. 
Since the 1970's the general emphasis has 
been on quality over quantity.

All data shown is for Vitis vinifera (European/Medi-
terranean/SW Asian) wine grape varieties. Table 
grapes, hybrids, Vitis labrusca and other grape 
varieties are not included. Global production 
rankings from the International Organisation of 
Vine and Wine (OIV), 2019. Other data sources 
indicated under respective countr y descriptions.

27% white grapes

73% red grapes

Hectares 
Vitis vinifera135,908

CHILE

Chile has perhaps the most favorable set of climate and geography for 
viticulture in the world. Its ability to make quality wine surpasses local 
demand, so while it's the seventh-largest wine-producing countr y, it's 
the four th-largest wine expor ting countr y in the world.

There are six general wine regions: Atacama, Coquimbo , Aconcagua, 
Central Valley, Southern and Austral;  all of which are fur ther divided 
into subregions.  Over 90% of all Chilean wine is made in the Central 
Valley.

Chile’s wine regions are additionally divided into climate zones: Costa, 
Entre Cordilleras and Andes. This classification is under development 
and does not currently cover all par ts of all regions.

  Costa is the Coastal zone

  Entre Cordilleras is the plain ‘between the ranges’ 

  Andes is the zone in the foothills of the Andes mountains

Carmenère, a vir tually extinct Bordeaux variety, is Chile's signature 
grape.  International French varieties such as Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Merlot, Syrah, Sauvignon Blanc, and Chardonnay also thrive.  

Source: Ministerio de Agricultura de Chile, Wines of Chile, 2017

MAIN GRAPE VARIETIES (% of total area of Vitis vinifera grape vines)

red: Cabernet Sauvignon 30.3%, Merlot 8.6%, Carmenère 7.5%, 

       Pais (Listán Negro) 7.4%, Syrah 5.7%, 

white: Sauvignon Blanc 11.0%, Chardonnay 8.7%,  Moscatel de Alejandría
(Muscat of Alexandria) 3.2%

33.93 S
STELLENBOSCH
STELLENBOSCH,
SOUTH AFRICA

34 .47 S
BAROSSA
VALLEY
NURIOOTPA,
AUSTRALIA

39 .49 S
HAWKES BAY
NAPIER,  NEW ZEALAND

31.82 S
SWAN VALLEY
HERNE HILL,
AUSTRALIA

CANOTA - 
VALLE DE CANOTA 
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SOUTH AMERICA

South America is the world’s second-largest wine-producing continent after Europe.  
Argentina and Chile are by far the largest producers, followed by Brazil and Uruguay.  
Bolivia, Peru, and Paraguay also make wine but in small quantities that are rarely seen in 
international markets.

ARGENTINA
Argentina has a vast and vibrant wine culture; it’s the largest wine-producing country in 
South America and the fifth-largest in the world. Huge waves of European immigration 
in the 19th century, mostly from Italy and Spain, brought a thirst for and knowledge of 
the production of wine. 

The principal winemaking regions are in the western part of the country in the foothills 
of the Andes.  They generally follow the same names and hierarchy of its political and 
geographical divisions.  Most wines are labeled with the name of the province that 
they’re made in (e.g., Salta, Mendoza, etc.). All Regions and Subregions in ITALICS are not 
currently recognized by Argentina’s wine regulatory agency, the Instituto Nacional de 
Vitivinicultura, but are otherwise important.

BRAZIL
Brazil is South America’s third-largest wine-producing country. Heat and humidity make 
wine grape growing difficult, so most winemakers are located in the relatively cooler 
southern province of Rio Grande do Sul.  One notable exception is São Francisco Valley, 
which is just 9° latitude south of the Equator.  

Only 16% of wine grapes grown are Vitis vinifera, with the rest made up of low quality 
but productive hybrids such as Isabella. Sparkling white wines, especially from Muscat 
Blanc, are successful and popular. 

CHILE
Chile has perhaps the most favorable set of climate and geography for viticulture in the 
world. Its ability to make quality wine surpasses local demand, so while it’s the seventh-
largest wine-producing country, it’s the fourth-largest wine exporting country in the 
world.

There are six general wine regions: Atacama, Coquimbo, Aconcagua, Central Valley, 
Southern and Austral;  all of which are further divided into subregions.  Over 90% of all 
Chilean wine is made in the Central  Valley.

URUGUAY
Uruguay is South America’s fourth-largest wine-producing country – its maritime climate 
lends well to viticulture.  82% of all wine is produced in the Metropolitana region, with 
most vineyards located around Canelones just north of Montevideo.

Tannat – associated initially with Madiran in SW France – is Uruguay’s signature grape, 
brought by Basque immigrants in the late 19th Century.  Muscat of Hamburg mainly 
produces inexpensive rosé wines that are consumed domestically.
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JUJUY  B11

SALTA  B12
Valles Calchaquíes / Valle Calchaquí  J1
Cafayate / Valle de Cafayate  J2

TUCUMAN  J2
 Valles Calchaquíes / Valle Calchaquí  J2

CATAMARCA  I3
Valles Calchaquíes / Valle Calchaquí  J2
Tinogasta  I3
Belén  I3

CORDOBA  J7

CUYO  I8

LA RIOJA  I5
Castro Barros  I4
Chilecito  I5
Famatina  I4
Felipe Varela  H5	
General Lamadrid  H5	
Valle de Chañarmuyo  I4
Valles de Famatina  H5
Vinchina  H4

SAN JUAN  H7
Calingasta / Valle de Calingasta  G7
Ullún  H7
Valle del Pedernal / Pedernal Valley  
H8
Valle del Tulúm / Tulúm Valley  H7
Zonda / Valle de Zonda  H7

SAN LUIS  J9

MENDOZA  H9 (enlarged map C6)
Luján de Cuyo  C6 

Agrelo  B6
Ugarteche  B6
Perdriel  B5
Las Compuertas  B5
Vistalba  B5
Chacras de Coria  B5

Maipú  C5
Barrancas  C5
Cruz de Piedra  C5
El Paraíso  C5

ARGENTINA

INDEX

Lunlunta  C5
Russel  C5
Junín  D6
  Distrito Medrano  C6
Guaymallén  C5
Lavalle  C5
Rivadavia  D6
San Martin  D5
Santa Rosa  D6

Las Heras  C5, H8
Canota - Valle de Canota  H8

Valle de Uco (Uco Valley) B7 
Turpungato  B6

Anchoris  B6
Cordón del Plata  B7
El Peral  A6
El Zampal  B7
Gualtallary  A6
La Arboleda  B6
La Carrera  A6
San José  B6
Villa Bastias  B6

Tunuyán  B7
Colonia Las Rosas  B7
Campo de los Andes  A7
Los Chacayes  A7
Los Árboles  A7
Los Sauces  A7
Las Pintadas  B7
San Pablo  A7
Vista Flores  B7
Villa Seca  B7

San Carlos  B8
La Consulta  B8
Paraje Altamira  B8
Eugenio Bustos  B8
Chilecito  B8
Pareditas  B8
Pampa el Cepillo  B8
Los Indios  B8

La Paz  I9
San Rafael  H10
General Alvear  I11
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BUENOS AIRES  B12 

PATAGONIA  I14

LA PAMPA  B12

NEUQUÉN  B12
Añelo  H15

RIO NEGRO  I15
Alto Valle del Rio Negro  I15
Avellaneda  J15

CHUBUT  B13
Trevelin  B13

NORTHEASTERN BRAZIL
Vale do São Francisco  C11

SANTA CATARINA
Planalto Caratinense  C1
Vale do Rio Tijucas  D1
Vales da Uva Goethe/Litoral Sul 
Catarinense  D2

RIO GRANDE DO SUL
Alto Uruguai  C1

Campos de Sima da Serra  C2 
Campanha Gaúcha  B2
Região Central  C2
Serra do Sudeste  C3

Serra Gaúcha  C2
Altos Montes  C2
Pinto Bandeira  C2
Monte Belo  C2
Vale Dos Vinhedos  C2
Farroupilha  C2

BRAZIL

CHILE

URUGUAY

ACONCAGUA
Aconcagua  F8
Casablanca  E9
San Antonio  E9 
Leyda  E9

ATACAMA
Copiapó  F3
Huasco  F4

AUSTRAL
Cautín  D14

CENTRAL VALLEY
Curicó  E11 
Maipo  F9

Maule  E11
Rapel 

Cachapoal  F10
Colchagua  E10

COQUIMBO
Elqui  F5
Limarí  E6
Choapa  F7

SOUTHERN
Bio-Bio  D13 
Itata  D12
Malleco  D14

Centro  B3
Litoral Norte  A3
Litoral Sur  A4

Metropolitana  B4
Norte  B3
Oceanica  B4
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